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H.E. Mr John Rankin CMG
Governor and Commander-in-Chief

I look forward to joining you - players, locals and visitors alike - at
Wellington Oval for one of the greatest cultural and sporting summer events in
Bermuda - the Annual Cup Match Classic.

This is always an enjoyable event and important national holiday. In
addition to the cricket itself, it is right to recall that the first day of Cup Match,
Emancipation Day, commemorates the end of slavery in Bermuda and that the
second day, Somers Day, recalls the arrival of Sir George Somers on our shores.

I send warm greetings to this year’s hosts, the St George’s Cricket Club,

and to their opponents, The Somerset Cricket Club, and anticipate another
thrilling match between two worthy opponents.

(éam

John Rankin

11 Langton Hill, Pembroke HM 13, Bermuda *Tel: (441) 292 -3600 * Fax: (441) 292-6831 * Email: jjrankin@gov.bm
Mail from U.K.: Foreign Office (Hamilton), BFPO 5561, HA4 6EP



Catch all the live Cup Match action in
HD with FibreWire TV

E' WATCH from the comfort of your A/C
Q STREAM via onecomm.bm/fibrewirety-stream
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Cup Maftch is my favourite Bermuda tradition. It is a celebration of our culture and one of the
best occasions to experience our traditional cuisine, our creative fashion sense, true Bermudian
hospitality and of course, two days of exciting cricket.

My family and I always look forward to supporting our team and we will be rooting them on to
victory again this year. Like many Bermudians, we love being at the field enjoying the festive
atmosphere and sharing the best of Bermuda with extended family and friends.

It is a time of year where we celebrate in the spirit of unity, pride and togetherness. It is also a
time for us to reflect on our history and the reason we celebrate this event today.

At the heart of Cup Match is the celebration of Emancipation Day, our commemoration of the
ending of slavery in Bermuda. It is a recognition of a dark time in our history, where our
forefathers and mothers had to endure the cruelties of being enslaved.

This year the Bermuda Government commemorates the legacy of Mary Prince whose narrative
reveals the harsh injustices endured by black people in Bermuda in the early 1800s. Prince
fought for the emancipation of slaves throughout the British Empire, although she never saw the
manifestations of her work. We celebrate Mary Prince today in the spirit of Cup Match.

As we enjoy the Cup Match, I want to encourage everyone to be safe. [ want to thank the Somerset
and St. George’s teams, coaches, clubs and various vendors that worked to make these two days
a success. On behalf of the Government of Bermuda, I want to thank the management and staff
of the St. George’s Cricket Club for hosting this year’s annual Cup Match Classic. There is a lot
of work and preparation involved in organising an event of this magnitude, and you are to be
commended.

I wish all of the players good luck and to all of Bermuda, a safe and fun filled Cup Match 20191

Yours Sincerely,

IR

The Hon. E. David G. Burt JP, MP
Premier

The Cabinet Office * 105 Front Street * Hamilton HM12 ¢ Bermuda
Telephone: 441.292.5501 = E-mail: premier@gov.bm



Stephen Banner, CEO
HSBC Bank Bermuda Limited

Cup Match is the biggest sporting event in Bermuda'’s annual calendar.
It is a time when we celebrate as a community in a way that is unique to Bermuda.

HSBC has been the lead sponsor for the Cup Match Classic for thirteen years.
The entire HSBC team in Bermuda is very proud of our ongoing association
with this exciting event.

| hope that you enjoy the holiday and may the best team win!

Steve

4P HsBe
www.hsbe.bm

Issued by HSBC Bank Bermuda Limited, of 37 Front Street, Hamiiton Bermuda, which is HSBC Bank Bermuda Limited
licensed to conduct Banking and Investment Business by the Bermuda Monetary Authority. 37 Front Street, Hamilton HM 11



August 1, 2019

Greetings Bermuda

Welcome to the 2019 Cup Match Classic. The St. George's

Cricket Club is pleased to host this year's event and we wel-

come our friends, family, visitors and sponsors as we come
together to celebrate this historic Bermudian tradition.

Cup Match is the biggest annual local sporting event and
the most anticipated holiday in Bermuda. It brings togeth-
er people fram all walks of life, here and abroad, in ways
that very few events can.

| commend all the players participating in this year's Cup

Match; congratulations on being selected. To HSBC Bermu-

da, and all of our sponsors, thank you for your continued
support of this event. We are sincerely appreciative of all
of the generous support that we receive to help make the
annual classic a success for everyone.

Finally, let's not forget that Cup Match is much more than
two days of cricket. Rich in tradition, it is a significant part
of our heritage. During these two days of intense cricket
competition and other festivities, let's also remember that
on August 1, 1834, the Slavery Abolition Act was passed;
freeing the Island’s slaves; Emancipation Day is a funda-
mental part of our history.

On behalf of the St. George's Cricket Club management
and staff, | offer sincere thanks to everyone involved in
this year's Annual Cup Match Classic. Happy Cup Match to
everyone and please stay safe.

Warm Regards,
K. Neil Paynter Jr.

President
St. George's Cricket Club

August 1,2019

Greetings Bermuda

On behalf of the Officers and Members of Somerset Cricket
Club, | warmly welcome you to the 2019 edition of the an-
nual Cup Match Classic.

Irrespective of your allegiance, | trust that you will enjoy par-
taking in all the fine traditions associated with the island’s
marquee event. Equally, it is imperative that time is taken
to reflect on the historical context that gives cause to this
festive occasion as we celebrate emancipation.

To the players selected, you are to be congratulated for your
fine efforts. | am certain that you will provide the viewing
and listening public with two days of entertaining cricket
while upholding all of the virtues associated with the gen-
tleman’s game. You are encouraged to express your talents
with grace and confidence, safe in the knowledge that you
are among an illustrious group of men to have played in the
Classic dating back to 1902.

Aspecial acknowledgment is also extended to our friends at
the St. George's Cricket Club as host of this year's event. We
are fully cognizant of the countless hours spent in prepa-
ration for these two days. The Executive, Management and
members of St. George's Cricket Club are to be highly com-
mended for facilitating what promises to be a first-class ex-
perience for those visiting your grounds.

Somerset Cricket Club would also like to thank all its spon-
sors for their continued support. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated.

In closing, | would like to wish fans of both teams, and those
visiting our shores, a most enjoyable and safe Cup Match
holiday.

Vashun Blanchette
President
Somerset Cricket Club
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“Cup Match is such a special time
for us, particularly as it relates
to our heritage, as we recognize
Emancipation Day and Somers L
Day. It's also the foremost sporting L}
event on our calendar. Our Ministry &
extends a special thanks to the St. =~
George's Cricket Club for hosting |
this year’s Annual Classic. It
promises to be an exciting time
for all in attendance and we wish
everyone a safe and enjoyable Cup
Match holiday.”

The Hon. Lovitta Foggo & I

Minister of Labour, Community Affairs and Sports
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The only country in the world with a 2-day
Public Holiday to play cricket, Cup Match
stands like a shining beacon maintaining
its unique culture founded by our forefa-
thers over a century ago.

The significance cannot be equaled by
any other sporting or social event in Ber-
muda.

Cup Match is more than a game of cricket.
Itistruly a cornerstone of Bermuda's past.
It brings the island together for an occa-
sion of passionate commitment to the
gamein a festive and joyous atmosphere.

Itis important to note that upon Emanci-
pation, the former slaves of Bermuda had
no homes, no schools, and no jobs; they
were voteless and landless. Penny-less,
the freed slaves and their indomitable
spirits, formed themselves into Friendly
Societies and Lodges to provide for their

own well-being. Those same Societies
and Lodges spearheaded the annual ob-
servances of that historic August 1, 1834
date. Thereafter, our forefathers celebrat-
ed their freedom and broke their shackles
of the past by having parades and divine
services. later, the emphasis shifted
to the sports field with annual picnics
cum-cricket matches involving the lodges
from the East and West.

Percival St. George Ratteray, a long serv-
ing member of Somerset Cricket Club
and one of the most foremost authorities
on Cup Match wrote, "It was the game in
19071 between the two brother Lodges
that sparked the beginning of Cup Match.
The game played on the Royal Engineers
(or Garrison) Field in St. George's was ex-
citing from beginning to end, with one
side winning by one run with the last
man in." Subsequently, a meeting was
held between the two groups and the

A BRIEF HISTORY OF

idea was made that a Cup be played for
annually. The first game of this historic
event occurred on June 12,1902, at The
Royal Naval Field in Somerset.

Steeped in tradition and history reach-
ing back to 1902, Cup Match is held
over 2 days. The first day embraces the
celebration of Emancipation Day and
the second day, Somers' Day, commem-
orates the discovery of Bermuda by Brit-
ish Admiral Sir George Somers in 1609.
We, the Officers and members of Somer-
set Cricket Club and St. George's Cricket
Club, take this opportunity to pay hom-
age to the founders of Cup Match. They
were men who set a good example by
playing the game and playing it well.
Cup Match, our National Institution,
held alternately at SCC and St.GCC, is a
monument to our forefathers’ vision and
achievements - brilliant cricketers, keen
sportsmen., administrative geniuses, and
great pioneers.

THE SIGNIFICANCE CANNOT BE EQUALLED BY ANY OTHER

SPORTING OR SOCIAL EVENT IN BERMUDA.




ITIS A STERLING SILVER SYMBOL
OF FREEDOM AND THE RIGHTTO OWN,

RATHER THAN BE OWNED.




Many years after the abolition of slav-
ery in Bermuda, enthusiastic men from
Somerset and St. George’s met in friend-
ly rivalry and held celebrations of Eman-
cipation by holding annual picnics and
games -especially cricket.

After an exciting and exhilarating match
(St. George's won by 1 run) in 1901 be-
tween the two major Friendly Societies,
the Grand United Order of Odd Fellows
in St. George's and Somerset, a sugges-
tion was made that more interest in the
cricket competition between the East
and the West would be stimulated if a
cup could be purchased and played for
annually.

At the first combined meeting of the So-
cieties, all members agreed and it was
decided to send to England for a cup.
Members of hoth Societies contributed
six pennies each to defray the cost of the
cup. Interestingly enough, a Mr. Meyer
from St. George's offered to buy the cup
for the Lodges, but the members refused
the offer. They wanted FULL ownership- a
cup they could call their own!

Mr. Henry Cann, an avid spectator, trust-
ed administrator, and the first Secretary
of Somerset Cricket Club was given the
responsibility of ordering the cup. He

sent off the specifications to Messrs,,
Gold Smith & Company in London.

When Mr. Cann received the notice from
the Somerset Post Office to say that the
Cup had arrived he was unable to pick it
up before it closed. So, he asked his wife
Mrs. Mary Cann, to pick it up for him. Cu-
riousity got the better of herand she not
only picked up the package but opened
it and looked inside. And so it was, a
LADY was the first to see this notable Cup
-much to annoyance of her hushand.

The exquisitely designed sterling silver
Cup was purchased in 1902 for 20 Guin-
eas (420 shillings), and now priceless, is
more than the symbol of cricket suprem-
acy in Bermuda.

Itis in away, the heart and soul of a once
enslaved and downtrodden people who
were confident of their innate abilities
to rise to the top and excel in all their
endeavours. It is a sterling silver symbol
of Freedom and the right to own, rather
than be owned. It is a symbol of indepen-
dence and free-mindedness. The idea of
THE CUP MATCH CUP was the combined
ingenuity of skillful, imaginative, and
farsighted players, supporters, and ad-
ministrators of whom all of Bermuda
should be proud.
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To find out more about drug control initiatives in Bermuda
contact the Department for National Drug Control on
441-292-3049 or visit dndc.gov.bm

GOVERNMENT OF BERMUDA

&% Department of National Drug Control

Suite 304, Melbourne House
11 Parliament Street
Hamilton HM 12

Bermuda
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Cashback rewards

Use your HSBC Credit Card and earn
cashback on all purcmes.

Redeem your reward points and
iend them on whatever you wish
ke your next lunch date!



